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• Gender is an undisputed driver of HIV infection 

• Masilingane (Let us be equal) project – working with 
teachers and youth in township contexts to promote 
awareness of gender inequality and how it contributes to 
HIV pandemic and help them take action to address it 

• Teachers first worked with own constructs of gender and 
how they impacted on what they teach – Phase 1 

• Phase 2: Six schools in poverty-ridden contexts – 3 high 
schools, 3 primary schools. Teachers first attended 
workshops on drawing/photovoice. 

Introduction 



In this phase of the project, teachers recruited learners 
to act as peer educators in their schools. 

First step: to find out how the youth viewed gender 
relations in their community. 

Asked them to draw their view of gender issues and to 
explain it in a few words. 

3 main messages emerged of what we are teaching our 
children – women and men are not equal; men can 
abuse women; and the inequalities exist because of our 
context (cultural norms/poverty) 

Phase 2 



• Participative action research with emancipatory 
intent; guided by values of respect, integrity,  
compassion and social justice 

• Ethics – attained assent/informed consent from 
parents where needed;  youth volunteered with full 
knowledge of programme; obtained consent to sue 
their material for research/education purposes. They 
received copies of all material produced in format 
they could use for peer education. 

Research design 
and ethics 
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• Youth can use the drawings/photos to start 
discussions – safe, easier to talk about drawings 

• Drawings/photos are relevant to community and 
their lives 

• Drama ideas can emerge from visual artefacts 

• Youth are starting to think of ways to address gender 
issues, next step is to decide on intervention and 
evaluate – photos are useful starting point for 
questions – e.g. how can we create a climate of love 
and respect?  

 

How does this 
make a difference? 


